
 

 

 Meet Martha, a young woman 
living in Acahualinca, one of Casa - 
Pueblito’s partner communities. Mar-
tha lives in this underserved commu-
nity on the outskirts of Managua with 
her mother and two younger sisters. 

 The community of Acahualinca 
faces a number of major challenges: 
drugs, alcoholism, unemployment and 
low levels of education among others. 
The average family income in this re-
gion is $70USD per month. Many com-
munity members work in informal 
forms of employment, mainly related 
to the collection of recyclable materi-
als (like metal & tin) at the local dump.  

 Martha has three years of high 
school education, but she has to work 
odd jobs to help support her injured 
mother and younger siblings. In 2014, 
Martha began participating in the 

Podcasts for Peace program, a col-
laborative project with Casa - Pueblito.  

 Along with her younger sisters, 
Martha takes part in Podcasts’ arts 
education programming. The program 
provides a safe and positive space for 
at-risk youth like Martha. Instead of 

spending time at the local dump, a 
haven for drugs, violence and crime, 
Martha and her sisters are able to 
spend their time at Podcasts, where 
they can take dance and music classes, 
use free Internet, and get help with 
their homework. 

 Casa – Pueblito has 
been partnered with Podcasts 
for Peace for almost 4 years, 
and works to promote eco-
nomic development through 
creative education with a fo-
cus on empowering vulner-
able groups, mainly young 
girls and at-risk youth. 
Through a variety of work-
shops, courses, field trips, art 
classes and other educational 
activities, Podcasts provides 

youth in the community with an alter-
native to being on the streets or the 
local dump. 

 At Podcasts, Martha partici-
pates in a number of dance classes.  
She also recently received a scholar-
ship from the program, along with 5 
other girls,  to take English classes at a 
university in Managua. Martha says, “I 
like the support that Podcasts is giving 
to youth in my community. We need 
progress in our community. Podcasts 
has helped the neighborhood a lot.”  

 Martha and Podcasts partici-
pants are able to work towards devel-
oping economic self-sufficiency with 
this comprehensive educational pro-
gram via its workshops, classes and 
training. She says, “Podcasts is training 
youth in different things that can al-
low us to find better opportunities in 
the future.” She hopes to continue her 
education and involvement at Pod-
casts so that she can help her family 
and others in her community. 
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INTERN DISPATCH 

Ashley Rerrie 
My name is Ashley, and I’m a fundraising 
intern at Casa-Pueblito’s Toronto office. I’m 
also a Masters student and Research Assis-
tant working on research based in Nicaragua.  

Earlier this year, I spent five weeks in Mana-
gua as part of a research team working on a 
project about the impacts of international 
service learning (ISL) on host communities in 
Nicaragua. Recognizing a lack of research 
about the effects of ISL and voluntourism on 
the communities that receive them, this pro-
ject aims to collect community perspectives 
on international student visitors.  

We asked community members in five differ-
ent communities, including three of Casa-
Pueblito’s partner communities, about the 
impacts of ISL on their communities and the 
knowledge and understanding that devel-
oped in their communities as a result of their 
experience. Our hope is to understand com-
munity perspectives in order to improve 
community experiences with ISL and global 
education.  

As an intern with Casa-Pueblito, I think this 
research is crucial because it forces us to 
reconsider our engagement with partner 
communities in ways that encourage mutual 
learning and solidarity across borders. It is 
important to understand how communities 
are affected by ISL and global education pro-
grams, and the ways that these types of pro-
grams interact with a community’s develop-
ment and its perspective of the world.  

During our trip, we met with community 
members in two different communities that 
Casa-Pueblito works with and heard some of 
their stories, including how climate change 
and drought have taken a toll on them. The 
drought in Nicaragua last year has left fami-
lies concerned about water, crops, and food 
shortages. We also saw signs of hope, 
though; communities and student delega-
tions were working together on projects like 
community gardens with the aim of increas-
ing food security and drought resistance.  

These projects are promising not just be-
cause they are concrete steps taken toward a 
more sustainable future, but also because a 

new generation of Canadian students are 
learning how their actions are inextricably 
connected to the lives of communities in 
Nicaragua. Communities and students work 
together not only to immediately improve 
conditions in Nicaragua, but also to find ways 
to challenge climate change and fight for 
social justice in the future.  

I’ve had the opportunity to explore issues 
related to ISL and global education that have 
given me a well-rounded perspective on ISL, 
and I’m reassured by the ways that Casa-
Pueblito engages with its partner communi-
ties with intention, thoughtfulness, and in 
solidarity. Visiting our community partners 
has allowed me to experience the diverse 
range of people and projects that Casa-
Pueblito works with in Nicaragua. It was in-
spiring to see the things that the communi-
ties had accomplished alongside Casa-
Pueblito. From arts education in Estelí to 
food security in Santa Julia, it’s clear that 
Casa-Pueblito works with communities to 
identify and support the projects that are 
crucial to community members themselves. 

Ashley at the Christine 
King Cooperative in 
Estelí, dancing in tradi-
tional Nicaraguan 
dresses with young 
girls from the commu-
nity. Ashley was an 
intern at the Coopera-
tive this past summer, 
and continues to stay 
in touch with commu-
nity members there. 
She was able to recon-
nect earlier this year 
while conducting re-
search in the country. 

This year, the priority for our community 
partner, the Gloria Quintanilla Women’s 
Cooperative in El Crucero, has focused on 
food security. Due to the severe drought in 
Nicaragua particularly affecting its rural ar-
eas, food and water scarcity have become 
increasingly imperative issues faced by com-
munities across the country. 

With the help of Casa – Pueblito, the Coop-
erative has started a project which creates 
community gardens and water collection 
systems. They will build four gardens in dif-
ferent sectors of the community with crops 

that are resistant to drought and need less 
water to grow. Some of the vegetables 
they’ve started to plant are cassava, green 
sweet peppers, tomatoes and squash. The 
project will also provide four water collec-
tion tanks to keep the gardens irrigated year
-round. 

Recently, with the help of students and 
teachers from our Canadian partner schools 
(Robert F. Hall and Notre Dame), the women 
of the cooperative have started to dig irriga-
tion ditches in the land where the commu-
nity gardens will be implemented (pictured).  

Drought update 



 

 

In 2008, a research project for the Toronto District School Board showed that 40% of 
Latin American students in Toronto’s public secondary schools do not graduate. The over-
all dropout rate for the TDSB is 23%. In response to this shocking statistic, Casa – Pueblito 
developed Voices for Change (V4C), a 3-year program working to improve Latin@ stu-
dents’ success and retention rates by working with students and teachers. We’re doing 
this in two ways: 

 We’re providing a bilingual (Spanish/English) space for secondary students to cham-
pion for diversity and inclusivity in our schools and communities through the Youth 
Change-Maker program; and, 

 We’re helping teachers better understand the needs of Latin@ student our profes-
sional development workshops, Becoming Cultural Allies. 

V4C is now in its second year. This project is generously supported by the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, an agency of the Government of Ontario. 

Youth change-makers 

Voices for change 
Developing leadership in inclusive education 

 This year, 7 Youth Change-Makers are sharing their experiences as Latin 

American students in Toronto-area schools by creating digital stories. These stories 

will form part of our teacher-training workshops that will help teachers and administra-

tors better understand the needs of Latin American students. 

 Youth have been attending weekly workshops with our V4C Youth Leaders 

since January and are having important conversations about what it means to be 

Latin@ in Toronto. Youth are enjoying sharing their experiences and have noted many 

similarities: from the lack of ESL support in schools, to being seen as a stereotype, to 

experiencing micro-aggressions in school. Our weekly meetings, in addition to build-

ing leadership, have become a safe and supportive space for youth to discuss issues 

important to them. 

 Our workshops also featured guest speakers & digital media, film and journal-

ism experts who are helping the youth to develop their skills in these areas. Over these 

last few months, they’ve been taking and selecting pictures that will illustrate their 

stories and will soon be putting the final touches to their digital stories; we can’t wait 

to share them with you. We’re planning a special screening in the coming months, so 

keep an eye on your inbox for details coming soon! 

There are many ways that teachers and teacher candidates can 
get involved in V4C: 

 Participate in our free professional learning opportunities 

for teachers and teacher candidates; 

 Organize a free workshop for your school; 

 Download our Toolkit for Inclusive Education & test the 
Toolkit in your classroom and let us know what you think; 

 Contribute lesson and unit plans for the next edition of the 
Toolkit. 

Contact us today to learn more and see how to get involved! 

Teachers Corner V4C  

Youth leaders 
At Casa – Pueblito, we 

couldn’t do all that we do 

without our dedicated 

volunteers and interns. 

Our V4C Youth Leaders 

are an important part of 

our team and we thank 

you for all of the great 

work you do! 

Pictured above: (left to right) Luana, Keith, Christelle & Denisse 

Generously supported by: 



 

 

Miriam is an international develop-
ment training and management 
professional with over eight years 
experience working in small and 
medium-sized organizations in 
Canada and Latin America. She has 
worked on a number of projects in 
Nicaragua, including her experi-
ence as Program Director at Pue-
blito Canada in 2014. As a social 
entrepreneur, Miriam helps young professionals develop innovative and impactful 
careers that they enjoy. She also currently teaches an International Development 
course at York University. On joining the Casa - Pueblito team in Toronto: “Joining 
Casa-Pueblito as the Interim Executive Director in November 2015 was an opportu-
nity I was excited about! Having been the Interim Program Director of Pueblito Can-
ada a few years ago, I was very much looking forward to being a part of the newly 
amalgamated organization. As 
expected, some things didn't 
change. Most importantly, the 
passion and commitment to social 
justice of the staff and the board 
are what drives this organization. 
It’s refreshing to work with a team 
who cares immensely about the 
quality of work being done in both 
Canada and Central America.” 

 

 

Board of directors 

Carl Melvin | President 
Michael O’Sullivan | Vice President 
Misha Baudisch-McCabe | Secretary 
Paul Van Galder | Treasurer 
Brenda Holtkamp | Staff Liaison 
Anne Hudson 
Ken McGuffin 
Marnie Saunders 
Bill Heffernan 
 
 

Staff 

Toronto 

Katie Daly  | Executive Director 
Maria Wong | Program Manager 
Alex Pryse |Fundraising Administrator 
Emieke Geldof |Bookkeeper 
 

Managua 

Madeline Mendoza | Centre Manager 
Juan Carlos Jimenez |  
 Global Education Coordinator 
Elizabeth Guillen | Administrator 
Darling Huerta | House Attendant 
 

 

Contact US in canada 

107A—2238 Dundas Street West 
Toronto, ON 
M6R 3A9 
Telephone: (416) 642-5781 
Email: info@casapueblito.org 
 

Contact us in Nicaragua 
Residencial El Dorado, Casa No. 326 
De donde fue la Casa de las Bromas 5 
cuadras al lago Managua, Nicaragua  
Telephone: (505) 22 49 55 42 
 

Staff spotlight: 
Miriam Buttu 

Interim executive director 

WEB EXCLUSIVE 
We have Instagram!  

Follow us at:  

@casapueblito 

Are you passionate about social justice and solidarity? Want to help raise money to support 
our programs in Canada and Central America? Throw your own fundraising event or make 
us your charitable partner for an existing event!  Fundraising events can be large or small, in 
your own home, school, church, community...the opportunities are endless!   

Visit us at casapueblito.org to download our “Host Your Own Fundraiser Toolkit”                      
or call 416-642-5781 to get started! 

HOST YOUR OWN FUNDRAISER 


